
 

 

 

  Deer Lake      Deer Lakes High School 

    2022-2023 Summer Reading Assignments 
 

 

 

 

 

 

9th Grade Pre AP 
 

Text: And Then There Were None by Agatha Christie 

http://mrs-sullivan.com/wp-content/uploads/and_then_there_were_none_pdf.pdf 

 

Multiple versions of the film are available on YouTube. 

Read the novel, and keep a journal about the characters and plot.  Then, watch the film version: 

make sure to take notes and include the year that the movie was produced. 

Assignment for the Novel and Movie: 

Score: 75 Total Points: 5 pts per day deduction for late work 

A. READING QUIZ due 8/27/22 

 

Read the Text, including the Epilogue & the Manuscript. The Quiz will include Character 

Identification, Quote Identification, True/False, Multiple Choice, and Short answers. (25 

points) 

*It is recommended that you maintain some type of note-taking system: summaries, written 

notes, and post-it notes. This is not required, but it will benefit you on the Reading Quiz and 

during our text discussion. 

 

B. CHARACTER LIST due 8/26/22 

 

Complete the following items for each of the ten major characters. (30 Points Total) 

1. Full Name 

2. Description: at least three items: profession, physical attribute, personality 

trait 

3. Order, by number, of his/her death 

MLA Format: typed, 12 point TNR, double spaced, MLA Heading, 1” margins 

(5 points) 

http://mrs-sullivan.com/wp-content/uploads/and_then_there_were_none_pdf.pdf


C. MODULE THEMATICS due 8/26/22  

For 3 of the characters, excluding Mr. Rogers, respond to the following in 3-5 complete 

sentences. (15 Points Total) 

1. Explain how his/her perception of reality impacts his/her responsibilities and 

actions. 

2. Include at least one piece of parenthetically cited direct textual evidence for 

each response. 

3. Discuss the textual evidence in relation to the character before he/she comes 

to the Island and/or during their stay. 

MLA Format: typed, 12 point TNR, double spaced, MLA Heading, 1” margins 

SUBMISSION OPTIONS: 

1. Handwritten: neatly and with MLA Heading and margins 

2. Google Document: neatly and with MLA Format as noted above 

3. Google Document via Google Classroom: On the 1st day of school, you will be 

invited to join the Google Classroom, and this assignment will be posted there so you 

can attach your work. 

*Please do not email or share your work with your teacher.  

 

Sample response: 

Rachel Hartley 

Mrs. Taliani 

Pre-AP English 9 

26 August 2021 

 And Then There Were None Summer Assignment: Part B 

9. Mr. Rogers: the Butler, “...tall lanky man, grey-haired and very respectable” (27), 

conscientious, practical; 4th to die 

 And Then There Were None Summer Assignment: Part C  

9. Mr. Rogers’ perception of reality is that on the night Mrs. Brady became ill, the storm 

prevented him from getting her to the doctor; thus, he believes he is blameless in her death. He 

tells Mr. Lombard: “I went for him [the doctor]...on foot. However, he got there late. We’d 

done everything possible for her...Devoted to her, we were” (69). Because of this, Mr. Rogers 

never takes responsibility for his part in Mrs. Brady’s death when the other guests question 



him, and he is able to carry on with his duties calmly and professionally on Indian Island until 

he is murdered. 

 

 

 

 

 

10th Grade Pre AP 

 

Here are the five main ideas we’ll consistently discuss in the fictional texts we read: 

 

Character  

Values, beliefs, assumptions, biases, and cultural norms represented by both main and 

minor characters (People are multidimensional, so we must focus on how characters 

think and feel more than how they look or act.) 

 

Setting  

Details that prove the specific time, place, and societal values (not just time and place) 

 

Narration  

How the narrator’s or the speaker’s perspective controls and emphasizes details that 

affect how readers interpret a text (not just first of third points of view but how they 

affect our understanding of the plot) 

 

Figurative Language  

Simile, metaphor, personification, hyperbole, symbol, etc., and how these devices affect 

a reader’s interpretation of the text (I don’t care if you can identify them; I expect that 

since you’re sophomores. I only care about your description of how the devices affect 

our understanding of tone, mood, characterization, and theme.) 

 

Themes 

How the universal themes in a text relate to our modern world in 2022 

 

 

We’ll delve deeper into these ideas by practicing critical analysis of all texts together during the first 

semester. But the summer should be focused on our relaxation, rejuvenation, and fun! 

 

The only reading assignment you have is to read an adult book. Read something you actually want to 

read so you enjoy the plot! I trust you to read something new that you’ve never read before this 

summer. I included links that may help you choose a novel, too. Choose what speaks to you--just enjoy 

it and think insightfully about it.  

 

You’ll discuss your book in August, so be familiar with the aforementioned Pre-AP ideas relating to 

your book. Subsequently, your first writing assignments will also be about this book.  

 



I’ll email you in August with the second assignment you must complete by the end of the first school 

week. I’ll include detailed instructions and will ensure you have plenty of time to finish. Enjoy your 

summer!  

 

Email me any time at scoons@deerlakes.net if you have any questions or need book recommendations! 

 

Modern books Mrs. Coons read that you may enjoy: 

1. Born a Crime by Noah (memoir) 

2. Born Survivors by Holden (based on a true story) 

3. Educated by Westover (memoir) 

4. Goldenrod by Smith (poems) 

5. The Help by Stockett (fiction) 

6. I am Malala by Yousafzai (memoir) 

7. The Martian by Weir (science fiction) 

8. The Nightingale by Hannah (historical fiction) 

9. Project Hail Mary by Weir (science fiction) 

10. Shout by Anderson (poems) 

11. Unbroken: A WWII Story of Survival, Resilience, and Redemption by Hillenbrand (based on 

a true story) 

12. We Begin at the End by Whitaker (fiction) 

13. Where the Crawdads Sing by Owens (fiction) 

 

 

 

 

 

11th Grade Honors English  
 

Text: The Glass Castle by Jeannette Walls 

https://www.houstonisd.org/cms/lib2/tx01001591/centricity/domain/17638/the_glass_castle.pdf 

 

Movie available on Hulu, YouTube, and local libraries 

 

1. Read the novel, and keep a journal about the characters and plot.   

2. Watch the film version: make sure to take notes and include the year that the movie was 

produced. 

3. Then, create a comparison and contrast of the film and the novel.  Be sure to conclude which 

was better and why.  You could do this with a poster, a written essay, a slide show, or any 

creative way to demonstrate the similarities and differences.  Pay close attention to how the 

characters are described physically as well as their actions in the novel-did the movie stay true 

to the storyline, the characterizations, etc.?  If they did not, what effect did it have on you?  On 

the plot?  If they were spot on, is it how you imagined it?  Did they change any of the story?  

Then, based on that evidence, conclude which was better.  

 

 

 

https://www.houstonisd.org/cms/lib2/tx01001591/centricity/domain/17638/the_glass_castle.pdf


 

AP Lang 
 

1.  Watch any historical documentary on YouTube, Netflix, Hulu, etc. (I would recommend WACO-it is 

fascinating and available on Netflix). 

2. Take notes about the order of events, the people involved, how they are described, etc. 

3. Then, find 3-5 reliable sources (preferably primary sources) that discuss the same topic as the 

documentary. Read and take notes on them. 

4. Finally, create an outline that provides details about the documentary, each source, and whether or not 

the documentary accurately portrayed the historical events in the film.  If not, why not?  Did watching 

the documentary add anything to your understanding of the events?  How?  What? 

 

 

 

AP Literature 

 

Read one of the following AP recommended books. See Mrs. Coons before June 9th if you would like 

a school copy.  

As I Lay Dying by Faulkner 

The Poisonwood Bible by Kingsolver 

Death of a Salesman by Miller 

Life of Pi by Martel 

          

Type an informal journal focusing on these concepts:  

Character  

Values, beliefs, assumptions, biases, and cultural norms represented by both central and 

minor characters  

 

Setting  

Details that prove specific time, place, and societal values 

 

Structure  

Arrangement of the parts and sections of a text, the relationship of the parts to each 

other, and the sequence in which the text reveals information (all structural choices 

made by a writer that contribute to the reader’s interpretation of a text) 

 

Narration  

How the narrator’s or the speaker’s perspective controls and emphasizes details that 

affect how readers interpret a text 



 

  Figurative Language 

Simile, metaphor, personification, hyperbole, etc. affect how readers interpret a text  

 

  Themes 

How the universal themes in a text relate to our societal norms 

 

  Literary Argumentation  

How do you communicate your interpretive claims supported by substantial text 

evidence 

 

You may use your notes when completing class activities during the first marking period. All seven 

concepts must be analytically discussed, and you must include textual evidence about the entire plot to 

receive full credit. Avoid merely summarizing the plot.  

**Notes are worth 70 points and are due on Monday, August 30th. 

 

 

 

 

 

Discovery English  

 
1. Choose any novel or nonfiction book that has been adapted into a movie.   

2. Watch the film version: make sure to take notes and include the year that the movie was 

produced. 

3. Then, create a comparison and contrast between what you read and what you watched.  Be sure 

to conclude which was better and why.  You could do this with a poster, a written essay, a slide 

show, or any creative way to demonstrate the similarities and differences.  Pay close attention 

to how the characters or activities are described physically and their actions in the novel-did the 

movie stay true to the storyline, the characterizations, etc.?  If they did not, what effect did it 

have on you?  On the plot?  If they were spot on, is it how you imagined it?  Did they change 

any of the story or alter the procedure?  Then, based on that evidence, discuss which is better. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

12th Grade English and Honors English 

 
Text: Tuesdays with Morrie by Mitch Albom 

https://www.stcs.org/view/7786.pdf 

 

Film: https://youtu.be/E463tZdAGn4  

 

1.  Honors will take a 50-point test upon return to school.  

2. 12th will take a 30-point test upon return to school. 

3. Watch the film version: make sure to take notes and include the year that the movie was 

produced. 

4. Then, create a comparison and contrast of the film and the novel.  Be sure to conclude which 

was better and why.  You could do this with a poster, a written essay, a slide show, or any 

creative way to demonstrate the similarities and differences.  Pay close attention to how the 

characters are described physically as well as their actions in the novel-did the movie stay true 

to the storyline, the characterizations, etc.?  If they did not, what effect did it have on you?  On 

the plot?  If they were spot on, is it how you imagined it?  Did they change any of the story?  

Then, based on that evidence, conclude which was better.  

 

 

 

 

 

Applications A   

Applications B 

9th English 

10th English 

11th English 

 

 

Choose ONE from group A and ONE from Group B. 

 

GROUP A 

 

1. Read a work of fiction.150 pages or more. YA or Adult Literature. 

2. Choose a video game and research it: how it began, who made it, how much it is worth, etc. Or 

read a book about the game. 

3. Choose a topic of interest and read 3-5 articles or a book about that topic. 

4. Watch a documentary of your choice and read 3-5 articles that deal with the subject. 

5. Read a biography or autobiography of someone you admire. (3-5 articles or a book) 

6. Research any invention, technology, or scientific finding that intrigues you. (3-5 articles, a 

book, or a documentary and 3-5 articles) 

https://www.stcs.org/view/7786.pdf
https://youtu.be/E463tZdAGn4


 

THEN  

Choose one method of presenting your work: 

(All documented and in MLA format) 

 

GROUP B 

 

1. Dialectical Journal 

The term “Dialectic” means “the art or practice of arriving at the truth by using 

conversation involving question and answer.” Think of your dialectical journal as a series 

of conversations with the texts you read. The process is meant to help you develop a better 

understanding of the texts as you read them. Use your journal to incorporate your personal 

responses to the texts, your ideas about the themes, and your evaluations of the texts’ 

rhetoric. You will find that it is a useful way to process what you are reading and analyze 

the way the authors present their ideas and arguments. 

 

PROCEDURE: 

As you read, choose passages that stand out to you and record them in the left-hand 

column of the chart (ALWAYS include page numbers). 

In the right column, write your response to the text (ideas/insights, questions, 

reflections, and comments on each passage). 

o You must label your responses using the following code 

▪ (Q) Question – ask about something in the passage that is unclear 

▪ (C) Connect – make a connection to your life, the world, or another text 

▪ (P) Predict – anticipate what will occur based on what’s in the passage 

▪ (CL) Clarify – answer earlier questions or confirm/disaffirm a 

prediction 

▪ (R) Reflect – think deeply about what the passage means in a broad 

sense – not just to the characters in the story/author of the article. What 

conclusions can you draw about the world, about human nature, or just 

the way things work? 

▪ (E) Evaluate - make a judgment about what the author is trying to say 

▪ (A)Analyze – explain how the author is using rhetoric and language to 

make a point and persuade the audience 

 

Your dialectical journal should have at least 40 well-developed entries and cover the 

entire book. 

I will respond to you and you can respond back to me as one of your entries using 

evidence from the text as part of your response. 

 

 

 



Sample Dialectical Journal Entries 

 

 

CHOOSING PASSAGES FROM THE TEXT 

Look for quotes that seem significant, powerful, thought-provoking or puzzling. For 

example, you might record: 

• Effective &/or creative use of stylistic or rhetorical devices 

• Passages that remind you of your own life or something you have seen before 

• Structural shifts or change of rhetorical mode 

• A passage that makes you realize something you had not seen before 

• Examples of patterns: recurring images, ideas, words. 

• Passages with confusing language or unfamiliar vocabulary 

• Information you find surprising or confusing 

• Passages you strongly agree or disagree with 

 

 

Quotation From the 

Text/Response to the teacher 

You will need at least 40 entries 

Page #/ 

Para # 

Response Teacher 

comment/question 

1. “…this had always been the 

case: mostly not very good 

teachers, mostly quite boring 

classes, but one or two life 

preservers to keep me afloat.” 

5/2 (C) Like Sam, I find this pattern in my own life 

having those couple of people who keep my sanity in 

check. It is those couple of classes and teachers that 

allow me to still find joy in school, despite seeing it as 

a burden most of the time, which I find quite 

devastating. Ever since I was young, I have always 

enjoyed learning new things and expanding my 

knowledge on even the most random of concepts, but 

as I have gone through the years of school, I have 

slowly noticed myself hating it more and more and 

simply doing it for the grade. 

 

  

Do you think you 

could tell other 

teachers what you 

need from them to 

make their classes 

more engaging for 

you? 

2. I loved the farm…I loved 

sliding open the big red doors…I 

loved walking deep into the back 

fields…I loved…I loved…I 

loved the mornings…”  

5/4 

6/1 

     

(A) By incorporating anaphora as he repeatedly 

begins consecutive sentences with the phrase, “I 

loved…”, Sam shows his small joys in life away from 

his high school environment. These parts of the day 

that make life good play a sharp contrast compared to 

the mediocre hours spent at school that he later 

describes. Along with his contrast comes an emphasis 

on the need for a reformed school system that has 

been seen to suck the life out of even the most 

dedicated student, further supporting the entire idea 

that he presents of creating his own student-run 

school.  

 

 

 



 RESPONDING TO THE TEXT 

You can respond to the text in a variety of ways. The most important thing to 

remember is that your observations should be specific and detailed. You can write as 

much as you want for each entry.  

 

Basic Responses 

o Raise questions about the beliefs and values implied in the text 

o Give your personal reactions to the passage 

o Discuss the words, ideas, or actions of the author  

o Tell what it reminds you of from your own experiences 

o Write about what it makes you think or feel 

o Agree or disagree with the author 

o Higher Level Responses 

o Analyze the text for use of rhetorical devices (tone, structure, style, imagery) 

o Make connections between different ideas or events in the text 

o Make connections to a different text (or film, song, etc…) 

o Discuss the words, ideas, or actions of the author  

o Consider an event or description from the perspective of a different individual 

o Analyze a passage and its relationship to the book or world as a whole 

 

 

 

 

2. Three Paragraph Essay 

 

Directions: Critiquing the novel, discussing the theme, the storyline, or the characters.  Do not 

merely summarize.  Use details to support your claims. 

A. Minimum 250 words to a Maximum of 550. 

 

3. One-Pager 

  

Directions:  One-Pager is a creative response to your learning experience. It allows you to 

respond imaginatively while being brief and concise in making connections between words and 

images. We think about what we see and read differently when we are asked to do something 

with what we have seen or read. We learn best when we create our own ideas. Your personal 

Sample Sentence Starters: 

 
I really don’t understand this because…  
I really dislike/like this idea because… 
I think the author is trying to say that… 
This passage reminds me of a time in my life when…  
This part doesn’t make sense because… 
The author is trying to ….. 

 



thinking about what you have experienced should be understood by the audience that views the 

One-Pager. 

 

Follow this format for your One-Pager:  

● Use unlined white paper. 

● Title the One-Pager appropriately to reflect the content. 

● Use colored pens, pencils, or markers. The more visually appealing it is the 

more your peers will learn. 

● Fill the entire page. 

● Be purposeful about the arrangement of your One-Pager. For example, have a 

reason for using a certain color or for placing an object in a certain place. 

● Write two quotations from the reading or activity. Use the proper  

grammatical format. 

●  Use three visual images, either drawn or cut out from magazines, to create a 

central focus on your page. If you use a computer image, 

personalize it to make it your own. 

●  Place essential vocabulary words/phrases around the images. These  

terms/words/phrases should express the main ideas, your impressions, feelings, 

or thoughts about what you have seen or read. 

● Write the main idea of the reading. 

● Write two higher-level thinking questions (questions that cannot be  

answered with a yes or no) and answer them. 

●  Put a symbolic colored border around the edges of the page. 

●  Write your name on the back. 

 

 

4. Sketch/Doodle Notes 

 

 How-To: Watch this YouTube video: https://youtu.be/D86t4VJ2fg0 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/D86t4VJ2fg0


Sample Sketch Doodle 

 

Rubric:   

 

 

 



 

5. Outline with Quotes  

 

Directions:  You are either summarizing, critiquing, or discussing the theme, the storyline, or 

the characters from the selected text.   Use details to support your claims. You must include at 

least three quotes from the text and cite them using MLA format. 

 

Sample Outline 

 

I. Thesis:  Though John Barsad and Sydney Carton both exhibit despicable character traits, they 

have different motivations and, therefore, different fates. 

 A. Topic Sentence:  Early in the novel, Barsad and Carton both appear  

       despicable. 

Barsad:  put in debtor’s prison 5 or 6 times, kicked for cheating at dice, paid by 

the government to spy on Darnay 

Barsad: “he had crossed the Channel, and accepted service in France: first, as a 

tempter and an eavesdropper among his own countrymen there” (299). 

 Carton:  “I care for no man on earth, and no man on earth cares for me” (87). 

 Carton: is described as the “idlest and most unpromising of men” (89). 

B. Topic Sentence:  Whereas Barsad is motivated by money, Carton is ultimately 

 motivated by his feelings for Lucie.  

i.           Barsad:  (put examples and quotes here re: Barsad’s jobs and his taking  

all of Miss Pross’ money.) 

ii.   Carton:  (put examples and quotes here of Carton’s love for Lucie  

 and his ultimate self-sacrifice) 

C. Topic Sentence:  The differences in Barsad’s and Carton’s motivations lead to  

differences in their ultimate ends. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


